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CONNECTICUT CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 


"The oncoming generation will inherit either wilderness or 
mountains chewed up by machines, depending on the social philos 
sophy and outlook of 3 few men in the Forest Service, This is 
not right. Those who love wilderness as men's refuge need more 


They need to be 
Protected, not by mere administrative orders that can be changed 
at will, but by laws as enduring as we can make them," 


MAY, 1964 


William 0. Douglas in "My Wilderne 


DESIGNATION OF BARN ISLAND NATURAL AREA 


It is with pleasure that the Barn 
Island Committee can report on the es-= 
tablishment of a Natural Area at Barn 
Island. A resolution was passed by the 
State Board of Fisheries and Game on 
April 28, 1964 Stating that there would 
be no physical development for three 
years on what is called the Barn Island 
Peninsula, a portion of the Barn Island 
Marsh complex, a Wildlife Area of the 
Board's in Stonington, This action fol- 
lowed numerous conferences of our Chap - 
ter representatives for such an action, 


The Barn Island Peninsula contains 
approximately 50 acres largely salt 
marsh with three small upland islands 
one of which is still privately owned, 
Dr. William Niering of Connecticut Cole 
lege has briefly reviewed the area and 
found many biological and geological 
features of scientific note. The penin- 
sula juts out into Fisher's Island Sound 
and will be suitable for long-range re- 
cording of the effects of salt water 
Spray, etc. upon habitats of plants and 
animals, 


If sufficient scientific and ree- 
search use of the area occurs in the 
three year trial period the Board of 
Fisheries and Game then will consider 
a more permanent designation of the 
peninsula as a Natural Area perhaps by 
transfer of control to a State agency 
more specialized in research, such as 
the University of Connecticut, 


ontinued on page 2) 
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Ss; East to Katahdin", 1961 


NOTICE OF SPRING FIELD MEETING 


The next general membership meeting 
for the Connecticut Chapter will be held 
as follows: 


TIME: Saturday, May 23, 1964 at 11:00 AM 


PLACE: Spaulding Pond, Norfolk, at the 
wilderness retreat of our Chairman, 


Directions: 

From South: take Rte 4 West from 
Torrington about 2 miles; turn right 
(North) on Rte 272 and go about 11 
miles. At 1,1 miles beyond turn-off 
for Dennis Hill State Park turn right 
(East) at sign of Resident State 
Policeman and go about 3/4 mile on dirt 
road to cottage following TNC signs, 
From North: take Rte 44 to Norfolk 
Village Green: then go South on Rte 
272 for 1.6 miles; turn left (East) 
at sign of Resident State Policeman, 
Continue as above, 


PROGRAM: In the morning we shall ex- 
plore the Pond and a reclamation 
project involving a gravel pit via 
new trails being opened up around 
both. After lunch there will be a 
Business Meeting, Along with several 
varied items of business there will 
be Progress Reports from each Project 
Committee, Afterwards, if there is 
sufficient interest and time, a visit 
could be made to Beckley Bog. 


Bring your own picnic luncheon and 
beverage, 


eerie 


BYRAM abies GORGE 


“Eh me of a l7-acre tract from Mr. 
and Mrs. Bernard.F..Gimbel,in the Byram. 
River Gorge lying, in the. Northern. Sec, 
tion of Greenwich. ‘was ,announced . February 
9, 1964 by Mrs. Gerris sh. Milliken, big a 
Co-chairmen, Mrs, Milliken and.Mr.... 
August Klipstein, .and Mr, Erard ; 
Mattiessen are members.of a committee 
working hard to preserve, by a.gimi~. 
lar plan to that “used at: Mianus River 
Gorge, a 2% mile section of pe un 
touched gorge cut some 200° feat ‘deep by 
the Byram River on its way to hana Ts* 
land Sound, Sheer cliffs rise in ple 


over 100 feet ‘and thé slopes “are covered | 
with mature forest of beech, suger maple 
and hemlock, This. donation, ‘it is atic 
cipated, is the beginning of preserva 

tion of much of this wet end it is 
hoped other gorge owners ii save their - 


portions of this unigue: 
ATES. | 


ani beautiful 
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CONNECTICUT. NATURAL RESOURGES COMMITTEF 


Tn the’ field of cou servation educa= 


tion, there has been ne aw ly formed the 
Connecticut Natural Re aot mees Committee » 
a group of Connecticut ‘aedentists Call 


Chapter members ‘Sy to*work on research 
problems : specifically requested by 
teachers. — Their findings are to be pub- 
lished in the Connecticut Seiten 

Teachers Newsletter. forthe use “Of our 
science teachers in their classrooms and 
their communities. — 

: {Tt has long been. felt that 
tion sheald bé“ineluded in the 
program of our school youngsters. pie 
through ‘this ‘program, teachers can be : 
given materials by which this gan de 
The participation of Chapter teachers” 
invited in wate project. 
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BARN ISLAND (cont, from page 1) 
At a time. when. ‘land holding agencies 


are being and will be increasingly re= 


quested to devote their land to high den- — 


sity or "developed" uses we must act ra~ 
pidly and effactively.to have adequate 
areas designated natural or wildlife 
areas. Chapter members are iavited to 
submit information as to other possible 
appropriate areas for similar designa- 
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question is, easy. 


‘hoped will be 


‘broch 


aoe = THE NATURE CONSERVANCY ? 


era 


The answer ‘to that Beaquent ty goed 
i i Here are some simple 
concise facts ‘shown in a.recent study of 
six. leading national conservation agencies. 


» vthe Nature Conservancy 1s: the only 
nations! conservation organization 
«whose only fundamental purpose is 
the preservation. of natural areas 

oby their aetual: acquisition. 


ol’ 'pegaase Of its concentration on 4 
single objective, it has the lowest 
national operating budget of any of 
the organizations studied. 


- A greater portion of every dollar 
raised goes directly, into the Puy 
chase of land or into land acquisi 7. 
tion activities. 

apite of the facet that.it isa 

vaaniesl® new organization, it has | 

‘acquired ritke to more tracts in 

mote states then any other puayete 
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-self, 


=»! Tt not only pelea _ mad for it 
Tt 


but it Koes others do“S0. 

1as aseisted many’ sueeupabtiass 
states an ne the federal goreri~ 
cooperéeti a Prapionss 


The Nature Conservancy is dedicated 
solely to the preservation of the best of 
today's America for the benefit of, tom 

morrow'’s Americans. 


A 


NATURAL AREAS BROCHURE 


“A Gonnecticut Natural Areas Report, 
a detailed brochure to be of some 30 - | 
35 pages, is being prepared and it is 
available for the Spring. 
The purpose of this 
ure ig to place information in 
writing on all Nat ‘ural Areas in our 


Field Meeting. 


State thot just those owned ot aided 
by The Nature Conse rvancy) res” 


hoped that such @ p ublished report will 
minimize future encroachments on 
areas” by ‘state planning. | Copies 

this brochure will be given ‘to various - 
state agencies; and will be available ‘to ~ 


anyone interested at a ‘nominal. amount. 
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PROPOSED DREDGING IN NORTH COVE 


A proposed appropriation before 
Congress will provide in excess of 
$500,000 enabling the Army Engineers 
to dredge a channel and a 29-acre an-= 
chorage basin in North Cove in Old 
Saybrook on the Westerly side of the 
mouth of the Connecticut River. 


The Gonnecticut Board of Fisheries 
and Game and the University of Connecti- 
cut Marine Research Laboratory have op= 
posed the dredging of this salt pond 
stating that they believe it is harmful 
to marine life and to fish and game. 
Based on their opposition, our Connecti- 
cut Chapter has requested that no appro- 
priation be made of taxpayers’ funds at 
this time. A letter to this effect has 
been sent to Representative Clarence 
Cannon, Chairman of the Public Works 
Subcommittee of the Appropriations Com= 
mittee of the House of Representatives 
in Washington, D. C, 

Use of federal taxpayers’ funds to 
promote and underwrite nearly all the 
cost of a project such as this which will 
destroy valuable natural resources and is 
opposed by state agencies seems to make 
folly of the doctrine that government 
should promote the interests of all the 
people. It would be highly questionable 
whether our state or federal governments 


should even give permission to private in- 


terests to dredge and destroy natural re= 
Sources in such instances as this. North 
Cove is owned by the state and belongs to 
all its people; it is not something that 
should be manipulated for some private 
investors or the brief enjoyment of a few 
in our generation. 


Much time, effort and investment has 
been made by the state to preserve our 
fast dwindling wildlife in the Connectie- 
cut River. Loss of shallow coves (this 
salt pond is only 2-3 feet deep at low 
tide and the plan is to dredge 10 feet 
deep) means loss of basic nutrients so 
necessary to the whole wildlife communi- 
ty of the lower Connecticut River. 


The public hearing for this appropria- 


tion was held in Washington on May 4, It 
is hoped that area residents concerned 
with this loss will so advise Rep. Cannon 
and Conn, Rep. William St. Onge. 
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COLEBROOK DAM 


The last part of the Farmington 
River watershed capable of being used 
for a large dam is now being considered 
as a site for the Colebrook Dam to be 
built by the Army Corps of Engineers, 
This dam's operation can be anticipated 
to destroy assets now enjoyed along this 
affected watershed area and prevent en- 
joyment of others in the process of 
being restored, There will be serious 
fish losses, pollution dilution problems, 
loss of what is known to canoeists as 
"white water", etc, True, there will be 
some additional flood control and an ad-= 
ditional supply of water which will only 
postpone briefly Hartford’s need to turn 
to the Connecticut River for water. 
Aside from these two aspects, little for~ 
ward planning or comprehensive thinking 
(regardless of the Corps plans) has gone 
into the Colebrook Dam design. The 
Farmington River Watershed Association 
in 1963 began a comprehensive analysis 
of the river system which it will present 
in January 1965. This is the first co- 
ordinated water resources management 
scheme for a New England river. 


Ii the Corps receives its request 
from Congress for immediate appropria= 
tions in order to begin in Spring 1965, 
bids will be out before the Report is 
presented, let alone studied. Only a 
delay in the construction permit will 
allow completion of this study and wise 
application of its findings. Time is 
needed to compare the currently proposed 
Colebrook Dam with alternative or com- 
plementary opportunities to reduce flood 
damage and develop water resources. The 
Farmington River Watershed Association 
has requested a one year delay for com- 
pletion of this study and the Connecticut 
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy has 
approved this action. 

At this point, any of us in The 
Nature Conservancy who are concerned 
can best help by writing their Congress- 
men, and especially their Senators, en= 
dorsing the request of the Farmington 
River Watershed Association for a one 
year postponement of decision to enable 
completion and consideration of this study. 
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BOOK REVIEW OF "MY WILDERNESS: EAST TO KATAHDIN" 


Supreme Court Justice William 0. 
Douglas, a giant in the present day 
Conservation Cause, writes of eleven 
wilderness areas from Arizona to Maine 
including such places as Quetico-Superior 
in Minnesota and the Everglades in Flo- 
rida. 


The botannical, zoological and 
geological knowledge portrayed by Jus- 
tice Douglas is most comprehensive. One 
feels almost overpowered by names end 
varieties at times even though Nature in 
reality is much more varied than we 
normally acknowledge. 


In addition to being a series of 
wilderness trips filled with description 


of flora and fauna each region, we 
are informed of the social events or 
persons responsible i osteblishment of 


these wilderness areas. One concludes, 

and we believe rightly so, that without 

untold and unrealized a efforts 

by many persons of past generations few, 
if any, such wilderness areas ; anata now 
exist. 

The call of the trumpet to serve in 
the cause of conservation is heard in 
the languages "Yet if our wilderness 
values are to be séved and perpetuated, 
all those of like mind must make conser- 
vation a great passion in their lives 
and become organized and vocal. They 
must be prepared to oppose the most 
powerful lobbies that Washington, PD. 
has ever known." 


a 
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The chapter on The Smekies is parti-~ 
cularly interesting and significant. We 
sometimes hear from skeptics that no 
areas are untouched and therefore pre 


servation is impossible or futile since 
all areas have already been contaminated 


We are given a new view by this 
language, 'Much of what went into the 
Smokies was cutover land. Now that it 
is protected, it gets wilder every year. 
In time it will all be reclaimed by 
nature and restored to true wilderness. 
He continues, "This is the time in 
American history to follow that example 
in other areas. Our wilderness areas 
are being so fast destroyed that we must 


by man. 
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put even stump fields into sanctuaries, 
if those who follow us a century later 
are to have a wilderness large enough 
to roam, The cause is desparate; the 
time is short. Our wilderness areas 
are shrinking every year, while our 
population is burgeoning. We must 
hurry to fence off the wastelands that 
can be wilderness sanctuaries, come 
another century." 


We are reminded thats: "If "civili- 
zation’ is brought no closer than the 
fringe of these wilderness areas, one 
who can walk only 100 yerds may enter 
the sacred precincts and feel and see 
the wilderness that once possessed 
America. Then even invalids may ex- 
perience wonder and beauty beyond 
expression," 

Evaluation: Justice Douglas re- 
minds us of the need for continuing 

end increasing efforts to hold and 
expand our wilderness areas, but he 
also inspires and encourages us by 
sharing many of his personal moments 
of pleasure in these wilderness areas. 
We are ready to go on the next trip. 


Richard M, Bowers 
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